
IMPORTANT DATES
October 2, 2021/National Custodial and Grounds Appreciation Day October 19-23, 2021/National School Bus Safety
October 3, 2021- October 9, 2021/National 4-H week October 20, 2021/NO SCHOOL/PD
October 7, 2021/Walk and Bike to School Day October 21, 2021/Unity Day/Stop Bullying Day
October 12, 2021/Flu Shots to be given October 23-31, 2021/Red Ribbon Week
October 14, 2021/School Pictures October 27, 2021/Pumpkin Painting/Carving p.m.
October 11-15th, 2021/National School Hot Lunch Week October 29, 2021/Play in Algona
October 16, 2021/Bosses Day

SNOW REMOVAL BIDS
Lu Verne CSD is seeking bids for snow removal for the 2021-2022 school year. Snow removal will include
the following areas:

1. Parking (west side and north side)
2. Blacktop basketball court
3. Path to propane tanks
4. Kickball area (across the street to the south)
5. Other areas as deemed necessary

Bids should be based on an hourly rate and are due to the Superintendent’s office by November 1, 2021.
Please return sealed bids to :

Mr. Jon Hueser
Lu Verne CSD
405 Hanna Avenue,
PO Box 69
Lu Verne, Iowa 50560

Parent Teacher Conferences
Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on November 1st and November 4th, 2021 from 4:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  The
Conference site opened on October 11th and parents can begin signing up.  To sign up go to our school website at
www.luverne.k12.ia.us and under the parent resource tab you will find PT conference sign up.  On both of those days,
November 1st and November 4th there will be an early dismissal at 2:30 p.m. and on November 5th there will be no
school.

Mrs. Fannon (Guidance) and Mrs. Robinson (Preschool) will be available On November 1st for conferences.  Mr.
Todd-Herbst Ulmer (Band & Music) will be available for a short time on November 4th and Mrs. Faber (TAG) will be
available on November 4th.

If you have any questions or need help signing up please call the school at 515-882-3357 and we would be happy to
assist you.
It is the policy of the Lu Verne Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of age (for employment), race, creed, national origin, color, marital status (for programs), sexual orientation,

religion, gender/sex, socio-economic status (for programs), gender identity or physical/mental disability in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing

complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator, Karen Sandberg, Director of Teaching and Learning,  405 Hanna Ave, Lu Verne,

IA  50560, 515-882-3357, ksandberg@luverne.k12.ia.us. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

http://www.luverne.k12.ia.us


September Students of the Month
Congratulations to our September Students of the Month who are Kinnick McPeak and Rilyn Tuttle.
Great job treating others with courtesy, respect and politeness and displaying good behaviors.

Rilynn Tuttle Kinnick Mc Peak

Billie Willie Visits Preschool and Kindergarten
On September 14th, Billie Willie came to visit our Preschoolers and Kindergarteners and teach us all about bats. We
learned that bats can eat 600 mosquitoes in 1 night! They have great hearing, sleep during the day and hibernate all
winter! They are also the only mammals that can fly! They also aren't as scary as we
think!

Billie Willie Ryker Holmes Kiley Norland, Ryker Holmes and Julian Lentsch Aliza Williams

Fourth Grade Learning about Rocks
Mrs. Olson’s 4th grade classroom has been busy learning about rocks to start the year.  They have learned a lot about
fossils, volcanoes, the 3 different types of rocks, weathering and erosion, and natural disasters, including mudslides.
Science experiments have been hands-on and so much fun. The culminating activity was each child being able to make
their own volcanoes and explode them using baking soda and vinegar. This was a very exciting experience for all of the
children in the 4th grade classroom.



Pictures of Fourth Graders learning about rocks

Delsy and Eddy Gomes and Lilly Valetti Chase Abendroth Rilyn Tuttle Isabell Fish and Delsy Gomez

Homecoming
The Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary celebrated Algona’s Homecoming by having dress up days during Homecoming week
here at the school.  We had hat day, pajama day, wacky Thursday where we wore mismatched clothes or wore them
inside out, tie dye etc. and on Friday was spirit day.  The Drumline, Football players and Cheerleaders came to our
school and we had a Pep Rally. Thank you Algona HIgh for including us in your Homecoming!

The Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary Student Body with the Algona Bulldog, Cheerleaders, Football Players and Drum Line

National 4-H Week
National 4-H Week is celebrated the first full week in October, so this year we celebrate on October 3rd - October 9,
2021.  Do you know what the 4 H’s really mean?
The four H's represent our core values: Head: managing, thinking. Heart: relating, caring. Hands: giving, working.
Health: being, living. On October 6th a representative from Kossuth County (Danielle Kane and Jennifer Holmes) came
to talk to the fourth graders about 4-H and gave them information about it and how to become a part of it.



OCTOBER MEET THE STAFF AND TEACHERS
It seems fitting since it was National Custodial and Grounds Appreciation Day on October 2nd that one of our October
“Meet the Staff and Teachers” spotlight would be none other than our Custodial Staff Greg Thompson.

Greg started at the Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary in May of 1992, which means next year he
will have worked at the school for “30 years”.  Greg was not always a Custodian as he went
to school for automotive mechanics and worked other jobs before he was hired in Lu Verne.
He needed to find a better paying job that had some benefits for his growing family and
that is when he saw the Lu Verne job and sent in his application.  He attended classes at
Iowa State University and obtained his boiler license and also got his CDL and school bus
driver’s endorsement so he could help by driving a bus when needed and has driven many
bus routes over the years.

Greg is married and has four children Amber, Amanda, Andrew and Adam and their spouses
and five wonderful grandchildren, Brandon, Axton, Sierra, Tristan and Emma.  He also has

cows, a dog named Sydney and 5 farm cats.

Outside of work Greg enjoys spending time with his family and his cows and loves going to the camper in northern
Minnesota so he can get out on the lake and fish, always hoping to catch the “big one”.  He is also an Iowa State and
Kansas City Chiefs fan and has been forever and ever.

When asked the question of what was one of the best or most memorable moments he has ever had in his career here
at the school, he had to say the most memorable was the fact that one school board member made him feel especially
welcome by coming to the farm just to visit from time to time.  This school board member really cared about the
school and the job, but most importantly the person who was doing the job and was there to help you if you needed it
and offer advice.  That school board member was LeRoy Weber and for his visits Greg will always be grateful.

Twenty years from now Greg sees himself retired from the school, but still working somewhere, possibly at Bomgaars
and spending a lot more time with his family and up north Minnesota.

Now the question we are asking all staff/teachers.  What is your all time favorite school lunch?  While Greg rarely eats
school lunch when he does his favorite would be Tacos.

Happy Custodial Appreciation Day Greg!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sandy Coyle is our second teacher/staff spotlight for the month of October.  Just like Greg is our
only custodian, Sandy is our only cook and this month we celebrate “National School Hot Lunch
WeeK '' on October 11th through October 15th. This year's theme is “wild about school lunch” and
Sandy must be wild about it because she started cooking here at the Lu Verne (CWL)
Elementary 30 years ago.  Sandy said she took the job here to be able to spend more time with
her family.

We asked Sandy what her hobbies outside of work are and she told us she loves to work outside
in her yard and with her flowers, enjoys going motorcycling, going to concerts, and spending time
with her grandchildren which includes going to all of their activities.

Sandy’s family consists of her husband David and three children Jerad, Justin and Lindsay and of course their wive’s
and significant others and her grandchildren Rylee, Zakkery, Cullen, and Azilyn.



When asked what one of her best moments was as a cook here at the elementary she says she has a lot of great
moments and that it would be hard to just name one, but says she has enjoyed all the great people she has had the
privilege to work with over the years.

Sandy’s favorite hot lunch is the ever awesome Thanksgiving Dinner.

Twenty years from now Sandy sees herself as alive and retired.  Thank you Sandy for making all of us the best meals
ever!!!!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In October we also celebrate “National School Bus Safety Week” so our next teacher/staff
spotlights will be on our bus drivers Linda Merkle and Dave Poage and Gerald Zellers who
actually is an Algona Bus Driver but drives our Wesley Route.

Dave Poage started driving a bus in 2008 and answered that question followed by a question mark
which means he thinks he started in 2008, but is enjoying it so much he can’t remember the exact
year he started...but anyway somewhere around that time.

Outside of driving a bus his hobbies include reading and you can almost always find Dave at the city
park in Lu Verne reading a good book while waiting for his next bus route to start.

Dave lives by himself in Corwith with his other family member, his kitty.

When asked what was one of the best moments of his bus driving career he noted that one time two students on his
bus drew pictures of him and wrote him very nice notes.  That is one of those moments that melt your heart and let
you know you are doing a good job at your work.

When asked what his favorite school lunch was he replied quickly, beef stew.

Twenty years from now Dave sees himself retired. One thing Dave wanted to tell us is that he drives the bus not for
the money or pay, but because he loves the kids! Thank you Dave for getting our kids to school each and every day
safely.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Linda Merkle started driving a bus for the Lu Verne School 36 years ago.  Yep you heard me
right….36 years ago. When Linda is NOT driving you can find her doing some of the things she loves
gardening and camping.

Linda’s family consists of her husband Chuck, son Randy, daughters Barb and Ami, all who graduated
from Lu Verne and CWL.

When asked to name one of her most memorable moments of her bus driving career she said it was
the day she was given a handmade card of a bus that was signed by everyone for their 50th wedding anniversary.  She
also said she has many more memorable moments so it is hard to pick just one.

Linda’s favorite school lunch is chili and homemade cinnamon rolls,

When we asked her where she saw herself 20 years from now she said that she will be enjoying her retirement.  She
also wanted us to know that working at the school has been an adventure.  Remembering all the little kids and sharing
their stories about their families….oh if the parents only knew what they told her.  Linda also said she was a parent too
so she is sure her kids shared their stories with their bus drivers as well.  She ended her interview with “It is a FUN
job”.  Thank you Linda for all of your years of bus driving keeping our kids safe.



Gerald Zellers drives our Wesley bus route.  Gerald started driving a bus in the fall of 2015.  When Gerald is not driving
a bus you may find him enjoying his favorite hobbies which are woodworking and sports.

Gerald’s family includes his wife Lisa, his son Charlie and his daughter Faith.

When asked where he saw himself 20 years from now he said, “retired and enjoying life.”

Gerald’s favorite lunch when he was in school was pizza! Thank you Gerald for driving the kids to and from school each
and every day.

Dear Lu Verne Community School District Families,

Lu Verne CSD is participating in the United State Department of Agriculture (USDA) Seamless Summer Option (SSO) for the entirety of the
2021-22 school year. This means that our school provides no-cost meals to all students. This program provides additional support and flexibility for
our district to continue serving meals to children while maintaining safety measures and managing the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Included in the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic are nationwide supply chain and product availability shortages. Disruptions are due to a lack
of availability of raw ingredients and labor to produce, unload, and transfer food products. Some food and/or beverage products normally provided
to students may not be available or arrive as scheduled. Due to unforeseen circumstances, last-minute menu changes and product substitutions
may occur. Be assured meals will remain balanced, healthy, and plentiful. We ask for patience and understanding as we do our best to meet the
needs of your children.

Our breakfast and lunch menus are sent home monthly and are posted on our district website at www.luverne.k12.ia.us.

Please contact the Lu Verne School at 515-882-3357 if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Jon Hueser

Lu Verne Community School District In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.),
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at
any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call
(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture , Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue.SW ,  Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2. fax: (202) 690-7442; or email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

http://www.luverne.k12.ia.us/
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

